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άΧ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǎǿŀǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŘȅǿƛƴŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 
couple of hours from Manhattan and close to 
Philadelphia, seem little changed from that 
era. Its 350 square miles, including rolling 
hills, manicured estates and the sparkling 
Brandywine River, offer visitors a seductive 
trip through history. Here George 
Washington and his Continental Army faced 
British General William Howe in the Sept. 11, 
1777, Battle of the Brandywine τ a key 
battle of the war and a stinging defeat for 
ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΧέ  

NY Times Article ς ά36 Hours in the 
BrandywinŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣέ ōȅ DŜǊŀƭŘƛƴŜ CŀōǊƛƪŀƴǘΣ 
published August 28, 2013 

Chapter One : Introducing the Byway  

Project Overview  
This Chapter introduces the Pennsylvania Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway and this Corridor 

Management Plan (CMP), which documents the significance of the Byway as a regional and national 

resource.  The CMP offers a path forward toward its success as a Pennsylvania and future National 

Scenic Byway.  The planning process by which this CMP was developed is described in the summary 

below.   

 

The Brandywine Valley lies in a corner of the mid-Atlantic, at the juncture of Delaware and 

Pennsylvania.  It is an area where the unique bounty of the climate, the land, and the waters has 

long nourished nature and man.  Since the 

early days of European settlement, the 

valley has become a particularly strategic 

crossroads of commerce, of agriculture, 

of artistic creativity and of political 

thought.  It is here where one can 

discover many of the significant events 

that have shaped history from before the 

founding of the Nation until the present 

time.   

 

As described in greater detail in Chapter 

2 and illustrated in Figure 1, this 

Pennsylvania Byway connects with the 

Delaware Brandywine Valley National 

Scenic Byway at the state line and, at its 

northern end, winds in a rough figure 

eight pattern through the valley to the historic Borough of West Chester the Chester County seat 

since 1786.   

As alluded in the recent New York Times article quoted above, the Brandywine Valley and its Scenic 

Byway are noted for significant historic and scenic intrinsic qualities at the local, regional and 

national levels.  Natural and recreational intrinsic qualities are also important, particularly enjoyed 

locally, as described further in this CMP.  All of these intrinsic qualities are often intertwined within 

the story ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ 

3 and illustrates the diverse qualities of the Brandywine Valley.  The several intrinsic qualities unveil 

themselves in the chronology of events that shaped the character of the valley today, from the early 

settlement by the Lenni Lenape through 350 years of European settlement, the development of 

agriculture and industry, the battle for independence and freedom of religion and thought, and a 

resultant flourishing of art, architecture and landscape expression.  These themes and intrinsic 
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qualities are still evident around every corner, despite the proximity of the Wilmington-Philadelphia 

metropolitan area, and the encroachment of modern-day suburban development. Such proximity, 

while threatening in some respects, also opens the Byway to easy access for visitation, with 

highway, rail, and airport access all nearby.  There are few other places in America where this wealth 

of historic, scenic, natural and recreational qualities is revealed so immediately to a large 

percentage of the national population.  

 

Planning Process and Public Involvement  
A key component of the Corridor Management Plan for the National Scenic Byways Program is that 

it is developed from a grass-roots perspective with community involvement. This is also an ongoing 

management strategy for byway 

development and implementation. 

The Brandywine Valley Scenic 

Byway Commission (Commission) 

represents each of the 

municipalities along the Byway, and 

led the process as well as 

contributed to the findings and 

recommendations in the CMP.  

Membership on the Commission as 

of 2014 is indicated on page 8. 

The Brandywine Valley Scenic 

Byway Commission, in its effort to 

meet the Pennsylvania and 

National Scenic Byways Program 

requirements, was awarded 

$120,000 from the National Scenic 

Byways Discretionary Grant 

Program in September 2006, funds 

that were passed through 

PennDOT.  Matching funds of 

$30,000 were provided by the 

Chester County Visitors Bureau and 

$10,000 from the Pennsylvania 

Department of Community & 

Economic Development. 

Throughout the CMP planning 

process, the Commission met regularly.  While tƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ already embodies a 

Figure 1: Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway Location Map. 
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commitment to the stewardship of the Vision and Goals for the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway, 

the CMP process was further expanded to include interest and commitment from other 

stakeholders and advisors.  This expanded commitment will be critical to the establishment of a 

sustainable organization that will move the CMP forward. 

The Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway Commission as of 2014 consists of: 

John Haedrich, Chair (Kennett Township) 

Fred Rothman, Vice Chair (East Bradford Township) 

Jim Haigney, Secretary (East Bradford Township) 

Tom Nale, Treasurer (Kennett Township) 

Alma Forsyth (Pennsbury Township) 

Kathleen Goodier (Chadds Ford Township) 

Michael Lane (Pennsbury Township) 

Holly Manzone (Pocopson Township) 

Deborah Reardon (Chadds Ford Township) 

George Zacharkiw (Pocopson Township) 

 

Stakeholder Interviews were completed early in the planning process on January 29th and 30th, 2009 

at the Chadds Ford Municipal Building. The purpose of these interviews was twofold: 1) to elicit 

information from Byway users about the existing characteristics of the Byway, and 2) to raise 

awareness about the study underway, a Corridor Management Plan, which is required for National 

Scenic Byway designation. The stakeholder groups included representatives of business owners, 

heritage tourism and cultural institutions, homeowners associations, service providers, major 

landowners, and conservancy groups. The discussions generally centered on four topics -- Open 

Space Preservation; Recreation; Heritage Tourism and Marketing; and Transportation/Traffic. The 

results of the stakeholder group interviews helped to guide this CMP.   In addition, an on-going 

Advisory Committee was established, invited from the broad pool of stakeholders, along with 

federal, state, county and local governmental agencies, and representatives of the Delaware 

Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway.  This committee participated in the process at various 

intervals, also providing valuable input, suggestions and support.  Table 1: Byway meetings other 

than regular commission meetings, below, lists meetings that were held throughout the process, in 

addition to regular Commission meetings.  
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Table 1: Byway meetings other than regular commission meetings 

Meeting Date Meeting Location 

February 2008 Bus Tour of Byway 

November 6, 2008 Advisory Committee - Township Building, Pennsbury Township 

January 29-30 2009 Stakeholders Meetings   - Township Building, Chadds Ford Township 

March 18, 2009 Project Evaluation ςTownship Building, Kennett Township 

April 30,  2009 Public Presentation ς Brandywine River Museum of Art 

September 17, 2009 Advisory Committee- Township Building, Pennsbury Township 

October 13, 2009 PennDOT District Office, King of Prussia 

December 4,  2009 PennDOT District Office, King of Prussia 

August 25, 2010 PennDOT Meeting and Tour, Township Building, Pennsbury Township 

August 12, 2011 PennDOT Conference Call, Kennett Township 

October 17, 2011 PennDOT meeting, Township Building, Pennsbury Township 

December 12, 2011 PennDOT Conference Call, Kennett Township 

January 19, 2012 CMP  Briefing, Kennett Township 

December 17, 2012 Meeting to reinitiate process, Brandywine Conservancy 

June 25, 2013 Advisory Committee, Brandywine River Museum of Art 

December 9, 2013  Advisory Committee, West Chester Borough Hall 

May 12, 2014       Public Presentation,  Pocopson Township 

May 13, 2014  Public Presentation,  East Bradford Township 

May 21, 2014  Public Presentation,  Pennsbury Township 

May 21, 2014 Public Presentation,  Kennett Township 

June  4, 2014 Public Presentation,  Chadds Ford Township 

June  9, 2014 Public Presentation, Brandywine River  Museum of Art 
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Pennsylvania and National Scenic Byway Program Benefits and Requirements  
The National Scenic Byways (NSB) Program was established under the 

Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 to recognize, 

protect, and promote America's most outstanding roads.1 Subsequent 

transportation bills continued to retain and provide discretionary funding for 

the NSB Program. However, the most recent transportation bill--Moving 

Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21)--eliminated most 

discretionary programs including the NSB Program, which is administered 

under the Transportation Alternatives Program. 

The NSB Program is administered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) primarily through 

the State Departments of Transportation as well as State Tourism agencies. While the National 

Scenic Byway program recognizes roads that are significant to the 

nation, the Pennsylvania Byways Program recognizes regional 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ .ȅǿŀȅǎ Program was established in 

2001 and supports and administers a local grassroots program 

designating routes that have outstanding qualities and features. 

Pennsylvania Byway designation fosters the role of communities as 

ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎƻurces.  

National Scenic Byways must possess at least one of six intrinsic qualities defined by the Federal 

Highway Administration: scenic, historic, recreational, natural, cultural, archaeological.  In addition, 

scenic byways must possess characteristics that are regionally representative and distinct; safely 

carry two-wheel drive automobiles; and accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians, where feasible. 

In 2002 the Pennsbury Land Trust initiated the idea to Pennsbury Township to nominate Pennsbury 

for the PA Byway Program in order to preserve and protect the natural and historic resources in the 

township.  During this period, activists in Kennett and Pennsbury Townships in Pennsylvania (both 

which border the state of Delaware) were participating in development of what has become the 

Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway on routes 52 and 100 in the state of Delaware.  This 

National Scenic Byway adjoins directly to the Kennett Pike (PA52) and South Creek Road (formerly 

PA100) in Pennsylvania.  Expansion of the byway into PA was a natural extension from Delaware and 

enabled the inclusion of a significant portion of the watershed embracing a more rural, scenic and 

significantly historical landscape.   

A study of the PA roadways indicated a route which included seven townships.  Working with the 

Pennsylvania Byways Coordinator an application was developed by a group of volunteers, the 

Steering Committee, from each of these townships.  The official application was submitted to 

                                                           
1
  The National Scenic Byways Program was reauthorized in 1998 under the Transportation Equity Act for the 21

st
 

Century. 

http://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/Planning/Pages/BYWAYS-Program.aspx#.Vkz31aMo7IU
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PennDOT in December 2004, and approved in April 2005. The Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway is the 

/ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ммth Scenic Byway. 

An official dedication occurred on May 23, 2005 at Longwood Gardens (on the byway) which 

included representatives from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT 

Transportation Secretary (former) Allen Biehler, P.E), the Delaware Department of Transportation 

(DelDOT Transportation Secretary (former) Nathan Hayward, III), the Brandywine Valley Scenic 

Byway Steering Committee, and state and local officials.  

In order to manage the Byway affairs, the Steering Committee worked with the member townships 

and created an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement and Bylaws to guide and manage the 

Byway operations.  The Agreement created the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway Commission 

(BVSBC), which currently is the governmental entity which manages the Byway.  Each township 

appoints two representatives to serve on the Commission. The Commission acts to advocate for a 

coordinated approach among its member municipalities for the perpetual protection of the scenic 

and historical qualities throughout the Byway corridor. The BVSBC has overseen the development of 

this Corridor Management Plan. 

 

Benefits of National Scenic Byway Designation  
The National Scenic Byway Program offers a number of benefits to the BVSB municipalities related 

to the awareness, appreciation, and fostering of the protection ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ 

well as technical assistance and access to funding.   

Á National Scenic Byway designation raises local, regional, and national awareness of the BȅǿŀȅΩǎ 
unique qualities through programming, joint marketing efforts, signage, recognition on state 
and national maps, and Byway-related websites.   

Á Technical assistance and matching grant funds are available through the Transportation 
Alternatives Program, among other state and national programs to assist in the management of 
the Byway.  

Á Funding and a national multi-state designation can leverage other sources of public, private, and 
non-profit sources of funding. 

Á Designation highlights the BȅǿŀȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛp at the local, 
regional, and state levels. It also is characterized by the 4 P's: promotion, preservation, 
partnerships and pride.  
o Promotion ς America's Byways® serves as the umbrella for recognizing and promoting 

National Scenic Byways and All-American Roads on FHWA's traveler website at 
www.byways.org, and through public and private cooperative projects.  The promotion of 
the America's Byways® brand and logo increases visitor recognition of the program and 
encourages travelers to include byways in their trip plans. 

o Preservation ς Preserving the Intrinsic Quality(s) of a byway is essential to its integrity and 
sustainability. Byways create legacies and offer opportunities to preserve special places that 
residents love, and visitors are drawn to. In this way, preservation has a strong connection 
with promotion.  
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o Partnerships ς Many partners bring new resources to the table through their knowledge of 
the area, expertise, personal commitment and access to public or private funding sources.   

o Pride ς A National Scenic Byway or All-American Road designation can instill a greater sense 
of awareness and pride among citizens. As we have seen here among the Byway 
Commissioners, the Byway itself can become the connecting force between communities 
along a route. 

 

The Economic Impact of State and National Byways   
A number of studies to document the 

economic impact of state and national 

designation indicate the potential fiscal and 

financial benefits for the Brandywine Valley 

Scenic Byway. The Pennsylvania Heritage 

Tourism Study was completed in 1999. The 

ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 

and outdoor travelers, assessed visitation 

trends, spending, visitor satisfaction, and 

other variables.2  One major finding of the 

study showed that visitors were most 

interested in ƻǊ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

towns/districts, battlefields/forts, zoos/gardens/arboreta, art galleries/museums, and house 

museums.  In comparison, non-ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΣ 

zoos/gardens/arboreta, and excursion railroads, which could present growth opportunities for 

tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦέ3 Visitors to historic sites were interested in outdoor 

recreation and vice versa, and visitors liked destinations that were scenic, educational, and fun.4  

Destinations along the BVSB fulfill these characteristics. 

While specific statistics may not be available, a review of available studies indicates that scenic 

byways have an overall positive economic impact on local and regional economies.  The designation, 

along with the branding, marketing, resource collaboration, interpretation, resource preservation, 

and other aspects of designated byways, create a market for them, thereby generating visitor trips 

and dollars.  For example, a summary of the economic impact of several byways, trails, and heritage 

                                                           
2
 5ΦYΦ {ƘƛŦŦƭŜǘ ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ [ǘŘΦΣ άtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ {ǘǳŘȅΣέ мфффΦ  !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŘŎƴǊΦǎǘŀǘŜΦǇŀΦǳǎκǊŜŎǎǘǳŘȅκƘǇǘƻǳǊƛǎƳǎǘǳŘȅлсффΦŀǎǇȄΦ   CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ άƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ άǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀs to participate in outdoor activities (e.g. nature sightseeing, 
ƘƛƪƛƴƎΣ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ōƛƪƛƴƎΣ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎέ όǇΦ опύΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ǊŀƴŘȅǿƛƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ {ŎŜƴƛŎ .ȅǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
time, and was not located within any of the Heritage Regions; the closest studied was the Lancaster/Dutch 
Heritage Region aka Lower Susquehanna Heritage Region. 
3
 5ΦYΦ {ƘƛŦŦƭŜǘ ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ [ǘŘΦΣ άtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ {ǘǳŘȅΣέ мфффΣ ǇŀƎŜ оΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άbƻƴ-±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎέ 
ǿŀǎ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ άbƻƴ-IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ leisure travelers who have not engaged in heritage 
tourism activities (D.K. Shifflet & Associates, Ltd., Appendix B). 
4
 5ΦYΦ {ƘƛŦŦƭŜǘ ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ [ǘŘΦΣ άtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ {ǘǳŘȅΣέ мфффΣ ǇŀƎŜ н-3. 

National Scenic Byways Program 

ΧǎŎŜƴƛŎ ōȅǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘΧŀ 

ΨǊƻŀŘ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩτa way for 

stakeholders to determine what they like 

about their communities and how to 

preserve those qualities while encouraging 

economic growth.    
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corridors in the Midwest, document measured benefits of designation and related marketing and 

outreach, including increased visitor/user numbers, spin-off businesses, new jobs, increased local 

spending, and increasing awareness of the unique resources and characteristics of the designated 

byway or area.5   

¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ .ȅǿŀȅǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό!.w/ύ also commissioned the Byways Economic Impact 

Tool, which enables local byway staff and volunteers to measure the impacts of byways and byway-

related activities without the need for extensive surveying, by providing estimates based on 

available data. Findings6 from the application of this tool are summarized on the FHWA website and 

include the following: 

Á Blue Ridge Parkway (2010). The economic impact tool estimates that in the 29-county byway 

region of North Carolina and Virginia, the Blue Ridge Parkway is generating $1.5 billion in total 

business sales, sustaining approximately 9,300 jobs, and creating an increase of $251.7 million in 

labor earnings. 

Á Cherokee Hills Byway (2010). The economic impact tool estimates that in the four-county 

byway region of Oklahoma and the Cherokee Nation, the Cherokee Hills Scenic Byway is 

generating $85.3 million in total business sales, about 924 jobs, and an increase of $30.2 million 

in earnings. 

Á Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Scenic Byway (2008). The tool found that in the 

15-county byway region of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia, the Journey 

Through Hallowed Ground National Scenic Byway is generating $1.06 billion in total business 

sales, more than 6,500 jobs, and an increase of approximately $165.1 million in earnings. 

Á Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway (2010). The estimate indicates that in the six-county byway 

region in California and Oregon, the Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway is generating $163.6 million in 

total business sales, more than 1,000 jobs, and an increase of $24.6 million in earnings. 

Á Woodward Avenue (M-1) Auto-motive Heritage Trail. The tool showed that in the two-county 

byway region in Detroit, MI, Woodward Avenue is generating $234,000 in total business sales, 

about 1,200 jobs, and an increase of approximately $53,000 in earnings. 

 

Plan Organization  
The CMP consists of seven chapters, including this Chapter enǘƛǘƭŜŘ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

designed to highlight why the Byway is unique and important to the region and nation; how it stands 

apart from other byways; and what is possible to maintain and enhance its characteristics and 

qualities.  

                                                           
5
 Mary Bielen, etΦ ŀƭΦΣ {ŎŜƴƛŎ .ȅǿŀȅǎΣ ¢ǊŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜƛǊ LƳǇŀŎǘǎΣέ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ 

Tourism Education Materials ς 33520714, June 6, 2002.  Available at http://web1.msue.msu.edu/imp/ 
modtd/33520714.html. 
6
 CI²!Σ DŀǊȅ WŜƴǎŜƴΣ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ .ȅǿŀȅǎ tŀȅ hŦŦ ƛƴ !ǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ .ǳǘ Iƻǿ !ōƻǳǘ 5ƻƭƭŀǊǎΚέΣ 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/publicroads/13janfeb/05.cfm 

http://web1.msue.msu.edu/imp/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/publicroads/13janfeb/05.cfm
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Chapter 2, entitled ά5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅ ±ƛǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅ 

route and the corridor through which it passes, and presents a framework for the CMP. Established 

by the Commission, the chapter also is provides a picture of the future Byway through its Vision with 

a Mission and Goals as its guiding principles.  

In Chapter 3, entitled ά¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŘȅǿƛƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ {ǘƻǊȅέΣ ŘŜŦƛƴŜs the valley as a strategic 

crossroads of commerce, of agriculture, of artistic creativity, and of political thought from which the 

Byway story and its interpretive themes unfold ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎΩ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ historic and scenic qualities. 

 

Chapter 4, enǘƛǘƭŜŘ άwŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ vǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέΣ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ 

qualities including not only historic and scenic, but the natural and recreational qualities that engage 

travelers in their journey of exploration along the Byway.  

 

Chapter 5, enǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅέΣ ŜȄŀƳƛƴes the physical conditions of the road, roadside 

character, and adjacent lands as well as tourism data; and unveils the opportunities and constraints 

of them.  

 

Chapter 6, enǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅέΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

constraints outlined in Chapters 4 and 5 in defining strategies and actions to move forward the 

.ȅǿŀȅΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ each of the Byway Goals ς Conservation and Enhancement, Interpretation and 

Education, Transportation and Traffic Safety, Recreation, Roadside Character, Attractions And 

Traveler Services, and Management and Collaboration. 

 

Chapter 7, entitled άLƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴέΣ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ management 

structure with a priority action list developed from Chapter 6 Strategies and Actions that highlights 

the steps to accomplish the action; assigns implementation responsibilities and partnership; and 

suggests a timeline and potential funding. 
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Chapter Two: Defining the Byway Vision, Mission, &  Goals 
 

Chapter 2 provides the framework for this Corridor Management Plan (CMP). It introduces the physical 

alignment of the Byway route and corridor through which it passes.  It also presents the road map for 

the Byway through its Vision, Mission, and Goals for the CMP established by the Brandywine Valley 

Scenic Byway Commission (Commission) as its guiding principles and CMP requirements.  

Introduction to the Brandywine Valley Corridor  
The Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway winds its way through the historic and scenic landscape of the 

Brandywine ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ  tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ Byway as originally designated by the 

State of Pennsylvania traverses two (2) counties τ Chester and Delaware τ and seven (7) 

municipalities:  Pennsbury, Chadds Ford, Kennett, East Marlborough, Birmingham, Pocopson, and East 

Bradford TownshipsΦ  ¢ƘŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ .ȅǿŀȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ƭŜƎǎ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ 

Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway which originates at Rodney Square in the City of Wilmington 

and terminates on both DE Routes 52 and 100 upon reaching the state line.  In Pennsylvania, these two 

legs cross at Lenape and continue to the edge of West Chester Borough.  Bradford Avenue, which 

straddles the East Bradford/West Chester boundary, links the two main legs, but was not included in the 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘǎ 

inclusion may have necessitated the participation of West Chester Borough.  Although not officially 

participating in the Pennsylvania State Scenic Byway Program nor the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway 

Commission, West Chester Borough essentially becomes the northern gateway of the Byway, just as 

Wilmington anchors the southern end of what could ultimately become a bi-state national byway.  In 

the years since the initiation of the Byway project, PA Route 52 at Longwood has been relocated slightly 

to the east and no longer traverses East Marlborough Township.  Thus, East Marlborough has withdrawn 

from the Commission.  Birmingham Township has also withdrawn from participation but has not been 

formally removed from the Commission.   

In preparation of this CMP, the Commission and other stakeholders recommend several changes to the 

Pennsylvania Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway.  These recommendations include the following, which 

will require the support of and partnership with the affected municipalities in order to accomplish them:  

Á Formal extension into the heart of West Chester Borough, including the segments of Bradford 

Avenue which link to Strasburg and Lenape Roads, respectively; 

Á Future extension along Strasburg Road beyond historic Copes Bridge and into Marshallton in West 

Bradford Township, the site of important interpretive opportunities for the Battle of Brandywine 

theme;  

Á Potential future extension along Birmingham Road through Birmingham Township to access future 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǘƻ ¦{ wƻǳǘŜ нлн ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ 

services near Dilworthtown; 

Á Correction of the formal designation to acknowledge the relocation of Route 52; and 
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Á Removal or de-designation of Tigue Road, a short spur of the Byway that does not take the traveler 

to any significant destination, interpretive opportunities or intrinsic qualities. This will require the 

cooperation of East Bradford Township; and 

Á Consideration of designation of U.S. Route 1 from Kennett Square to Concord Township, Delaware 

County, and U.S. Route 202 from Concord Township to Price Street in West Chester Borough as 

άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴition of the access they provide to the Byway and the many visitor and 

resident services located along both routes.  

 
The total mileage on the original State Scenic Byways Application was estimated at 25 miles.  In fact, 

detailed GIS measurement of the Byway route in Pennsylvania, including the short relocation of PA 

Route 52 at 

Longwood, indicates 

that the length is 

25.01 miles.  Most of 

this route comprises 

state roads with a 

few municipal road 

segments in East 

Bradford Township, 

as indicated on 

Table 2: Designated 

PA Brandywine 

Valley Scenic Byway 

(PA BVSB) Legs and 

Segments.  The 

various segments of 

the Byway and their respective mileage are indicated in Table 2: Designated PA Brandywine Valley 

Scenic Byway (PA BVSB) Legs and Segments and in  

Table 3: Proposed Changes to PA BVSB Legs and Segments.  Proposed extensions of the Byway, and the 

removal of Tigue Road, also are indicated in  

Table 3: Proposed Changes to PA BVSB Legs and Segments, and listed in Table 4: Total PA BVSB Mileage 

by Municipality. 

These changes, once implemented, will increase the total Byway mileage in Pennsylvania to 28.43 miles.  

Total mileage by municipality is indicated in Table 4: Total PA BVSB Mileage by Municipality: Total PA 

BVSB Mileage by Municipality. 

Much of the Byway route, especially along Creek Road through Pennsbury, Chadds Ford, Birmingham, 

and East Bradford Townships, follows the eastern edge of the Lower Brandywine Scenic River Corridor in 

close proximity to the Brandywine Creek that was designated by the Commonwealth as a State Scenic 

Figure 2: A view of the valley's rural landscape. 
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River in 1989.  This suggests that the Scenic Rivers program and Byways program should be integrally 

connected due to their overlapping qualities, management objectives, and importance to the area.  This 

fundamental connection also has led this Corridor Management Plan effort to strengthen the 

association of the Byway with the Brandywine Creek Greenway project supported by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).  Ultimately, these efforts are entwined to 

conserve the natural integrity of the Brandywine Creek, the scenic beauty of the river, and its 

surrounding landscape for future generations to enjoy.  

 

Figure 3: A view of the Brandywine. 

¢ƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅ ƭƻƻǇǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦ  

It passes through a series of roadside and landscape character areas that define the characteristics of 

the .ȅǿŀȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎǘŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ .ȅǿŀȅΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ 

use patterns from the stream valley, wetlands, and forest to the human-influenced pastoral, garden, 

rural-suburban-urban, and historic landscapes.  As one travels along the Byway, the landscape unfolds 

ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ contrasting suburbanized landscape.    
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Figure 4: Segment Map showing mileage for the Byway. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































